UNITY OF INDIAN LIFE                  219

persistence, in this one country, of conceptions and
associations which appear to us as classical. In
this communal unity, there is no demand for social
uniformity. Such matters, concerning only the
intimate personal life, are relegated to the sphere
of the family and the care of woman and priests.
Caste is no concern of the school, the bathing-ghat,
or the town. On this side, indeed, the word con-
notes little more than a rigid form of good-breeding.
It defines the ground on which no outsider may
intrude. To'regard it as a barrier toco-operation
would be about as relevant as to view in a similar
light the fact th&t we may not ask a European
woman her age. How absurd would be the state-
ment that this rule of etiquette was any obstacle to
united action! Granted that in eating and wiving a
man consorts with his own, he may do what he
chooses, and,go where he will, in all other concerns
of his life. Each caste is, in effect, to its own
members, as a school of self-government; and
the whole institution provides an excellent frame-
work for labour-organizations, and other forms of
socio-political activity. These facts, indeed, are so
obvious to the eye that views them with the necjes-
sary breadth, that it is difficult to see how any other
impression ever gained currency.

Many persons use the word unity in a way that
would seem to imply that the unity of a